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For their supplies' replenishment                                      10,320
To Ascalon, and there sojourned
Until their squires had returned.
Soon as our men set f orth, the king,
And all the troops accompanying,
There was a spy who spied on them
And went straight to Jerusalem
To Saladin, there to recount
How he had witnessed the king mount
To attack his caravans and raid
Them 5 Saladin nowise delayed.                                        10,320
Five hundred Turkish troops he chose
Among his best men. They had bows
And light spears for their armament.
And to the caravans he sent
Them, and when they had joined the men
Guarding the caravans, they then
Were full two thousand troops on horse
Besides foot soldiers in some force.
SCOUTS  SPY  ON  THE  CARAVAN
Behold a spy came hastening
To Galatie, sought out the king,                                            10,330
Urged him to let the army stay
Where 'twas, and come without delay
To the Round Cistern, telling him
That gathered round the well-top's brim
There had arrived a caravan.
Whoe'er could plunder it, that man
Would have rich booty to his hand.
This spy was born within the land,
So that the king believed him not
Completely. Therefore he sent out
A Bedouin and sergeants twain,
Both turcopoles, and brave, skilled men,
To inquire and spy out the ground -y
He had the turcopoles swathed round